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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in accordance with 
37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and must be presented on a 
separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 6, —indirectly drives the driven wheel— should be inserted after "or". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-8, 10, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Akiyama (JP1 1082409). Akiyama discloses a device for driving movable mechanical 
components of which at least two are dynamically connected to each other such that by means of 
one component 8 the other component 1 can be driven, backlash existing between the indicated 
two components 8,1, characterized in that these two components 8,1 are moved or braced against 
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each other by a hydraulic means such that the existing play compensation between these 
components 8,1 can be eliminated, wherein one mechanical component is a driven wheel 1 
which is provided at least partially with a driving crown gear 10 and wherein the respective other 
component is a drive wheel 8 which is provided at least partially with a driven crown gear 8, on 
opposing sides of the driven wheel 1 there is one drive wheel 8 each which in the opposite 
direction of rotation to each other with their parts on the driven crown gears 10 are engaged with 
the parts of the drive crown gear 10 of the driven wheel 1 , the hydraulic means has a first pump 
15 which with a definable feed pressure pretensions parts of a hydraulic circuit to which at least 
one hydraulic motor 4 is connected which is dynamically connected to the mechanical 
component 8 which can be assigned to it, another second pump 1 3 is connected to the hydraulic 
circuit which with an adjustable delivery flow is used to drive the mechanical components 
10,8,9, the hydraulic motor 4 drives the driven wheel 1 via an intermediate gear transmission, the 
two pumps 15,13 can be driven by a common drive motor, between the two hydraulic motors 
4,5, a switching valve 18 is placed in the hydraulic circuit, a pressure limitation valve 20 can be 
connected by means of connecting points, the hydraulic means can be supplied with a pressure 
medium of a definable pressure by means of an external pressure supply and/or with at least one 
internally connected hydraulic accumulator 60 of the hydraulic circuit, and the pretensioning 
pressure can be applied in a centralized or decentralized manner. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Lazo whose telephone number is (571) 272-4818. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Edward Look, can be reached on (571) 272-4820. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner, 
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